Why Pray?: Challenging God

Have you ever questioned God? Wondered what He was up to in the
world? Struggled to understand why He allowed those difficulties in
your life? Maybe even wrestled with the thought He seemed distant
and uncaring? God invites you to come to Him with all of you struggles,
including the ones that make you question His goodness and love.
Today, we will look at several examples in Scripture of people who
wrestled with God in prayer and learn how we can go to God with
everything, including our pain, frustrations, and emotional distress.

SERMON NOTES:

The first recorded incident of someone who challenged God was
Abraham as he prayed for Lot.

Abraham struggled to connect God’s goodness with the
circumstances (Genesis 18:25).

In the midst of the horrible events of life, God remembered
Abraham (Genesis 19:27-29), and He will remember you as well.

Job was another person who wrestled with God’s goodness in the
midst of his loss.

Job desired to make his case against God, believing that he
deserved better than how life had treated him.

God had to remind Job of His sovereignty, that God was in control

of all things, and Job could trust in that (Job 42:2-6).

Jesus wrestled with His Father the night before His death, asking
God for a different way (Matthew 26:38-39).

Jesus modeled that while we can ask for God to change the plan,
we should be willing to humbly submit to His care (Matthew
26:42).

Are you willing to challenge your God in humble submission?

éPor qué orar?: Desafiar a Dios

¢Alguna vez has cuestionado a Dios? ¢ Te has preguntado qué estaba
haciendo El en el mundo? ¢Te ha costado comprender por qué permitié
esas dificultades en tu vida? ¢ Quizas incluso has lidiado con la idea de
que El parecia distante e indiferente? Dios te invita a acudir a El con
todas tus luchas, incluidas aquellas que te llevan a cuestionar Su bondad
y Su amor. Hoy examinaremos varios ejemplos en las Escrituras de
personas que lucharon con Dios en oracidn, y aprenderemos cémo
podemos acudir a El con todo, incluyendo nuestro dolor, nuestras
frustraciones y nuestra angustia emocional.

Notas del sermdn:

El primer incidente registrado de alguien que desafié a Dios fue
Abraham, mientras oraba por Lot.

Abraham luché por conciliar la bondad de Dios con las circunstancias
(Génesis 18:25).

En medio de los horribles acontecimientos de la vida, Dios se acordé de
Abraham (Génesis 19:27-29), y también se acordara de ti.

Job fue otra persona que luchd con la bondad de Dios en medio de su
pérdida.

Job deseaba presentar su caso ante Dios, creyendo que merecia un
trato mejor del que la vida le habia deparado.

Dios tuvo que recordarle a Job Su soberania: que El tenia el control de
todas las cosas y que Job podia confiar en ello (Job 42:2-6).

Jesus luché con Su Padre la noche antes de Su muerte, pidiéndole a Dios
un camino diferente (Mateo 26:38-39).

Jesus nos mostré con Su ejemplo que, si bien podemos pedirle a Dios
que cambie el plan, debemos estar dispuestos a someternos
humildemente a Su cuidado (Mateo 26:42).

¢éEstas dispuesto a desafiar a tu Dios con humilde sumision?



